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LADY, PLEASE DON’T PINCH THE MELONS! 


About three months ago, the secretary of the 
newly-formed plan commission in a small city made 


a long distance call to the ASPO office. He wanted 
the names of possible candidates for a director's 
job. The commission planned to pay $5,000 per year. 

In this particular instance, we had unusually 
reliable knowledge of the situation. The plan con- 
mission had originally talked about asking council 
for a budget of $1,500, to be matched by $1,500 
from the School Board. However, they had been con- 
vinced that token measures would be a waste of money. 
The commission had resolved to go after enough funds 
to hire a full-time young planner, supplementing 
his work with the per diem services of an experienced 
consultant. They would ask for a budget of about 
$10,000. 

There was enough political weight on the com- 
mission, in the persons of the chairman and one 
other member, that it was certain they would get 
what they wanted. 

As certain, that is, as any political maneuver 
can ever be. 

This request for names came in three months 
ago. The budget item has still not been allowed 
by the council. 

Because we knew the background, we said, sure, 
we'll help you find a man - when you have the mmey 
in your hands! To date, we still have not listed 
the job, nor given the commission any names. 

I do not cite this incident in criticism of 
the particular commission. I still believe the 
money will be appropriated and the commission will 
do what it says it will do. 

Nevertheless, it is lucky that we did know 
the situation in this case. We aren't always so 
fortunate. 

Human beings are not cantaloupes on a fruit 
stand, to be picked up, pinched, and smelled, finally 
to be discarded because you didn't want a melon for 
breakfast anyway. If there is a job to be filled 
we want to help locate the right man for the job. 
We feel that through this activity we make one of 
our greatest contributions to our primary objective: 
the improvement of city planning. That is why we 
Somstimes have pretty strong reactions when we find 
that a job is not all that it is painted to be. 





It is considered good personnel administration 
(and we agree) to promote persons from lower into 
higher positions. We applaud this practice. But 
we do not like to be asked to advertise a job when 
it is cut and dried that a staff member already on 
the scene will be promoted into that job. 

Even less do we like to be asked to advertise 
an examination that is merely to legitimatize the 
status quo. The ground rules in some cities provide 
that after six months or so a temporary appointee 
has mly to make a passing grade to become permanent. 
If this is the rule, so be it. But it is dishmest 
to say that a vacancy exists for which other persons 
may apply. 

I often wonder why this callow’ attitude toward 
human beings? It seems to me that the best explana- 
tion is lack of experience in those persons respon- 
sible for recruiting. I cannot see how anyone who 
has ever hunted far a job can behave in this manner. 
Perhaps the war, when men were commodities, the same 
as trucks and airplanes and barrels of powdered eggs, 
had something to do with it. 

We do not pretend to be personnel experts. 
But during the course of a year we read several 
hundred letters from human beings looking for plan- 
ning jobs, and we personally interview many others. 
We know that we speak for these men and women when 
we ask that those responsible for filling new posi- 
tions observe a few simple rules of honesty and 
courtesy: 

Don't offer a job when you dm't have one and 
all you want to do is to pinch the melons; 

Don't say that you have a job at one salary, 
then offer the applicant a lower salary; 

Don't say you have a job if you plan to pro- 
mote a staff member or to legitimatize a temporary 
appointee; 

Don't ask an applicant for a personal interview 
unless you are willing to pay his expenses; 

Acknowledge every application promptly; 

Make your decision promptly and inform al] ap- 
plicants that the decision has been made. 

Actually, this whole article was summarized 
many centuries ago better than I could hope to do 
it: Therefore, all things whatsoever ye wold that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them. (DOH) 
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ASPDA LEAVES ASPO 


The Association of State Planning and Devel- 
opment Agencies, which was started by ASPO and 
which has been administered by the ASPO staff 
during the eight years of its existence, has 
moved to Washington, D. C., where its office for 
the time being will be in the Washingtm office 
of the New Yark Department of Commerce, 1026 17th 
Street, N.W., Washington 6, D. C. Mr. Leslie 
Hill Prince, Secretary-Treasurer of ASPDA, will 
be in charge. 

ASPDA just completed its Eighth Annual Con- 
ference in Hartford, Connecticut. This was a 
very successful affair. The activities of ASPDA 
have grown to such propa’tions, however, as to 
require a large amount of the staff time of ASPO. 

ASPO and ASPDA will continue to cooperate. 
ASPO believes that there should be 4 close working 
relationship between local planning agencies and 
state planning and development agencies. Cities 
invariably and inevitably are affected by devel- 
opment activities of state bodies. ASPO will 
continue its interest in state planning and devel- 
opment and will probably, from time to time, 
issue supplements to the Newsletter dealing with 
state planning news as well as with special pub- 
lications in this field. State planning and 
development legislation will appear as usual in 
the legislatim section of the Newsletter and 
state planning personnel items will appear as 
usual in the ¢olumn devoted to this section in 
the Newsletter. PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE reports 
dealing with salaries of planning personnel and 











NATIONAL PLANNING CONFERENCE 


Planning students and alumni of planning 
schools have been meeting informally at the 
ASPO National Planning Conference for the last 
couple of years. In answer to a number of re- 
quests we are this year scheduling a definite 
time for such meetings. 

A clinic session for planning students 
will be scheduled on Tuesday morning, October 
13th. This will be an opportunity for planning 
students to exchange ideas and experiences in 
connection with their planning training, to eval- 
uate planning education, and to participate in 
discussion of matters of special concern to 
planning students. At last year's conference 
in Boston there were over 70 planning students 
from 21 planning schools. 

Meeting rooms will be reserved for various 
planning school alumni on Tuesday evening, Oc- 
tober 13th, if such meetings are desired. These 
meetings must, of course, be organized by the 
alumi groups themselves. 

A request has also been made for a special 
meeting of state-wide associations of plamning 
officials. This meeting will also be scheduled 
for the evening of Tuesday, October 13th. 


PLEASE NOTE 


If you are interested in participa- 
ting in any of these special meetings, 
please write to the ASPO office be- 
fore August 15. It is important that 























budgets of planning agencies will, in the future, we be informed by this date in order Flori< 
contain data relatir to state plamning and devel- that meeting rooms may be reserved runnir 
opment agencies. for particular groups. absolu 
COMPARISON OF ESTIMATED ANNUAL REVENUES AND ACTUAL REVENUES 
FOR LATEST FISCAL YEAR FOR SELECTED MAJOR TOLL ROADS 

P 
From officials of toll-road agencies, prospecti of bond issues and publications. ing n 
of off 
the Ne 
Fiscal Original Estimates Actual Revenues in Oct 
Toll Road Year of Revenues Cc 
Gross Net Gross Net Seatt! 
Bulldi: 

Denver-Boulder 1952 $ 266,000. $ 191,000 $ 370,000° $ 288,000 lihy, 
Maine 1951 870 ,000° n.a. 1,217,301 929 ,419 Paul E 
New Hampshire 1951-52 345 ,000 270 ,000 428,384 269,371 Slum C 
New Jersey 1952 9,182,000 7,682,000 16 ,000 ,000° n.a. 1626 1 
Pennsylvania 1951-52 9,970 ,000 n.a. 16,184,690 12,873,822 a 
n.a. not available — 
a. total based on first six months of operation tan : 
b. estimated from data available mnt 8 
C. total based on first nine months of operation. Toll revenues only. S 
d. fiscal year ending May 31 tors » 
Table 7: Toll-Road Developments And Their Significance In The Development Of Expressways. commit. 

The Institute of Transportation and Traffic Engineering, University of California 


























TOTAL ASSESSED VALUATION PER CAPITA 19457950. 


FLORIDA COUNTIES — ASSESSED VALUATIONS 


aNONEXEMPT ASSESSED VALUATION PER CAPITA 1945-1950. 





The above is one of a series of charts designed by Frederick H. Bair Jr. and published by the 
Florida State Improvement Commission. The roman numerals indicate regional divisios of the state, 


running generally from northwest to southeast. 


The chart is noteworthy because of its portrayal of 


absolute values, rate of change, direction of change, and relative standing in a single drawing. 




















1953 ASPO NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


President Orton has appointed the follow- 
ing nominating committee to select a slate 
of officers and directors to be presented at 
the National Planning Conference in Detroit 
in October: 

Chairman: J. Lister Holmes, Commissioner, 
Seattle City Planning Commission, Old Times 
Buil » Seattle 1, Washington; Elisabeth Her- 
lihy, 24 Swan Street, Everett, Massachusetts; 
Paul E. Middleton, City Planner, Division of 
Slum Clearance and Urban Redevelopment, HHFA, 
1626 K Street, N.W., Washington 25, D. C.}; 
Elmer Krieger, Executive Secretary, Board of 
Public Land Commissioners, 155 East Kilbourn 
Avenue, Milwaukee 2, Wisconsins Hudson Moore, 
Jr., Commissioner, Denver City Plan Commis- 
sion, W. S. Cheesman Realty Company, 1624 Tre- 
mnt Street, Denver, Colorado. 

Suggestions regarding officersand direc- 
tors may be submitted to any member of the 
committee. 














PLANNER TO HEAD FEDERAL MARITIME BOARD 


Louis S. Rothschild of Kansas City has been 
nominated by President Eisenhower as Chairman of 
the Federal Maritime Beard. Mr. Rothschild was, 
until recently, chairman of the Kansas City, Mis- 
souri, Planning Commission, and a member of the Jack- 
son County Plamning Commission. He was elected a 
member of the Board of Directors of ASPO in 195l. 





NEW OFFICERS OF AIP 


At the 36th Annual Meeting of the American 
Institute of Planners, held June 25-28 in San 
Francisco, the following officers were re-elected: 
President: Frederick P. Clarks; Vice President: 
John T. Howard; Secretary-Treasurer: Harry E. 
Bergh. Elected to the Board of Governors for 
terms ending 1956 were Charles B. Bennett, Direc- 
tor, Los Angeles Department of City Planning; 
Charles A. Blessing, Director, Detroit City Plm 
Cammission; ani Corwin R. Mocine, Planning Direc- 
tor, City Planning Commissim, Berkeley, Calif. 




















Bel Air, Maryland: Harford County Planning 
and Zoning Commission. Planner. Salary $5,000- 
$6,000 per year, depending on qualifications. Will 
work with consultants on preparation of compre- 
hensive county master plan. Qualifications: plan- 
ning degree and two to three years’ experience 
in commmity planning, or equivalent combinatim 
of training and experience. Apply to Commissim 
with copy to Iladislas Segoe & Associates, Provi- 
dent Bank Building, Cincinnati 2, Ohio. 


Chicago, Illinois. City Plan Commission. 
Senior Planner. Salary $6,000-$6,500. Qualifi- 
cations: planning or architectural degree plus 
five years experience. 

Associate Planner. Salary $4,000-$4,500, 
Qualifications: architectural or planning degree 
plus two years' experience. 

Junior Plamer. Salary $3,600-$3,800. Quali- 
fications: architectural or planning degree. 

Training and experience on all positions 
should emphasize physical planning. 

Write F. T. Aschman, Director, City Pla 
Camission, Tenth Floor City Hall, Chicago 2, Ill. 


Clayton, Missouri. St. Louis County Planning 
Commission. Planning Technician. Salary $4,200- 
$4,800. Qualifications: degree in planning or re- 
lated fields. 

Associate Planner. Salary $5,100-$5,400. 
Qualifications: degree in planning, civil engineer- 
ing, architecture, landscape architecture or social 
sciences, plus at least two years experience. 

Senior Plamer. Salary $5,940-$6,600. Quali- 
fications: degree in planning, civil engineering, 
architecture, landscape architecture plus at least 
three years experience in a planning office. 

Write Eugene Baughman, Plaming Director, St. 
Louis County Planning Commission, Court House, 
Clayton 5, Missouri. 





Columbus, Ohio: Franklin County Regional 
Planning Commission. Planner. Salary $4,800- 
$6,000. Qualifications: degree in plaming, ar- 
chitecture, landscape architecture, or related 
fields, plus three years' experience; or master's 
degree in planning, or related curricula, plus 
one year's experience; or five years' experience 
in the planning field. 

Junior Planner. Salary $3,600-$4,800 de- 
pending on experience. Qualifications: graduate 
or under-graduate degree in planning or allied 
field. Experiace desirable but not necessary. 

Write Grover F. Clements, Director, Franklin 
County Regional Planning Commission, 514 South 
High Street, Columbus 15, Ohio. 





Dallas, Texas: Associate Planner. Sala- 
ry $3,456-$4,600. Qualifications: college de- 


gree in civii engineering, architecture, land- 
scaping or city plaming. Write C. Wedgeworth, 
Chief of Recruitment and Examining, Civil Ser- 





POSITIONS AVAILABLE 


vice Board, Dallas, Texas. 


Dayton, Ohio: Montgomery County Planning Com- 
mission. Junior Planner. Salary $5,000-$5,500. 
Qualifications: degree in civil engineering, plus 
one year's experience in planning. Write to A. 
E. Suro, Executive Director, Montgomery County 
Planning Commission, 16-18 North Ludlow Street, 
Dayton 2, Ohio. 


Philadelphia, P lvania. City Planning Com- 
mission. P Des III(Senior Land Planner). 
Salary $5,9 7,100. Qualificatims: degree in 
planning, engineering, architecture, or landscape 
architecture and three years' experience as land 
or site planner or architectural draftsman or de- 
Signer. Graduate work may be substituted far ex- 
perience. Apply to Forbes McCann, Chief Recruitment 
and Examining Division, Personnel Department, Room 
975, City Hall, Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania. 





Phoenix, Arizona; Planning Analyst I. Sal- 
ary $3,960-$5,040 (starting salary dependent upon 
qualifications). Qualifications: college degree 
in architecture, landscape architecture or city 
planning; or equivalent combination of education 
and experience, Deadline for filing applicatims 
August 1. Write Leroy J. Brenneman, Personnel 
Director, City Hall, Phoenix, Arizona. 


Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania: Pittsburgh Region- 
al Planning Association. Planner. Salary $6,000. 
Qualifications: graduate degree in planning with 
undergraduate training in architecture or land- 
scape architecture plus a minimum experience of 
two years in planning preferred; comparable train- 
ing and experience acceptable. Send complete per- 
sonal history record, training, experience, refer- 
ences and photograph to Patrick J. Cusick, Jr., 
Assistant Director, Pittsburgh Regional Planning 
Association, 200 Ross Street, Pittsburgh 19, Penna. 


St. Paul, Minnesota. Housing and Redevelop- 
ment Authority. ERT Supervisor. Salary 
beginning approximately 7000. Qualifications: 
degree in engineering, architecture, city planning, 
economics or public administration; plus 3 years 
experience in redevelopment or related work. 
Master's degree may be substituted for 2 years of 
experience. Write Robert Jorvig, Executive Direc- 
tor, Housing and Redevelopment Authority, 1745 
City Hall and Court House, St. Paul 2, Minnesota. 


Vancouver, Washington. City Planning Commis- 
sion. Planning Technician. Salary $+,000-$5,000 
dependent on background. Qualifications: planning 
degree and some experience. Position as assistant 
to director. Supply college transcript, two pro- 
fessimal and two character references, military 
status, salary anticipation. Write E. H. Hendrick- 
son, Planning Director, Municipal Building, Van- 
couver, Washington. 
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TAX WRITE-OFF FOR DEPRESSED AREAS 


A new policy proposed by the U. S. Department 
of Labor, now awaiting final approval by the adminis- 
tration, would permit a faster tax write-off for 
defense firms agreeing to build new factories in 
areas suffering chronic unemployment. The precise 
amount of the quick write-off would vary with in- 
dividual cases, but it is expected to be substantiai- 
ly higher than the current average of 61 per cent. 

As first proposed, the new policy would have 
allowed 100 per cent write-off for some firms. The 
purpose of the new policy is to give an employment 
boost for those areas in which there is a substan- 
tial labor surplus. "Substantial labor surplus” 
begins when 6 per cent of the labor force is wnem- 
ployed. 


NEW PLANNING CURRICULUM U. OF ILL. 


The University of Illinois, which for a nun- 
ber of years has had a graduate program leading 
to a Master of Science degree in city planning, has 
announced the establishment of an undergraduate 
curriculum leading to the degree of Bachelor of 
Science in city planning. Professor Otto G. Schaf- 
fer is head of the Department of City Planning and 
landscape Architecture. 





City College in New York is offering a new 
course in city plaming for graduate civil engineer- 
ing students entitled "City Planning and Development" 
with S. J. Schulman, lecturer. 


LEGISLATION 


Connecticut: House Bill No. 87. Development 
Credit Corporation. Establishes the corporation 
and authorizes it to borrow money from banks, in- 
surance companies and other financial institutions 
in the state, and in turn, to lend money to busi- 
nesses in the state or to new industries that de- 
sire to come into the state. 


Maryland: Ch. 19, Laws of Maryland 1953. Coumty 
planning and zoning. Extends enabling legislation for 
county planning and zoning to all counties in Mary- 
land. The original County Planning and Zoning Act of 
1933 excepted certain counties (some of which by sub- 
sequent amendments were brought under its provisions). 


Massachusetts: Chapter 409 of the Acts of 1953. 
Department of Commerce. Establishes a Department of 
Commerce under the supervision and control of a com- 
missioner of commerce; creates two deputy commis- 
simers; provides for a division of research, division 
of planning and a division of development, and such 
other divisions as the Governor and council may deem 
necessary. Each divisim will be under a director. 

The Division of Research will compile and min- 
tain information useful to the development of indus- 
try and commerce. The Division of Planning shall 
Prepare a master plan for the physical development 
of the Commonwealth. The Division of Development 
shall further the development and the expansion of 
industry with particular attention to small busi- 





PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE 


Motels and Motel Regulation is the title 
of PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE Information Re- 


port No. 51 for June 1953. The report cm- 
veys two different kinds of information to 
planners. The report describes the motel in- 
dustry today and its future prospects, the 
spectacular growth in number and the rapidly 
changing and improving characteristics of mo- 
tels. It includes a brief study of the motel 
industry, emphasizing the establishment and 
operation of motels, and points out the dif- 
ferences among the provisions of various local 
ordinances, such as the zoning ordinances, a 
motel ordinance, the housing and building codes, 
and various health regulations. 











NEW DIRECTOR OF DSCUR 


James W. Follin has been appointed director 
of the Division of Slum Clearance and Urban Rede- 
velopment of the Housing and Home Finance Agency. 
He succeeds Nathaniel S. Keith, who has been di- 
rector of the division since its inceptia in 1949. 





A Travancore-Cochin Town and Country Planning As- 
sociation has been formed in India. Mr. V. A. Phili- 
pos, who visited this comtry a year ago, is secretary 
of the editorial board of the Association, which just 
published Volume I, No. 1 of a Journal. 


ADOPTED 


ness, and attract new business to the Commonwealth, 
etc. The act abolishes the present state planning 
board, and the Massachusetts Development and Indus- 
trial commission. 


Tulsa, Oklahoma: S.B. 353. Metropolitan Plan- 
ning Commission. Establishes a metropolitan area 
planning commission for Tulsa and Tulsa County. By 
setting population limits, the operation limits of 
the bill are confined at present to the single met- 
ropolitan area. 

The new commission, which will have a single 
staff, has been appointed. However, pending the or- 
ganization of the new staff, the existing staff in 
both the city and the county are being kept on temp- 
orarily. 

The new act provides that the commission shall 
prepare a master plan covering both the city and 
the metropolitan area, and provides far mandatory 
referral of all public improvement projects in the 
area of jurisdiction. It also provides for subdi- 
visiom control in both the mmicipality and metro- 
politan area to come under the direction of the new 
commission. Zoning in unincorporated territory is 
to be recommended by the metropolitan area commis- 
sion, and the bill establishes a separate board of 
adjustment for the unincorporated area. The exist- 
ing zoning in the city stays in effect, and the ex- 
isting city board of adjustment continues to handle 
zoning appeals inside the city limits. 
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PERSONALS 


Carl Almblad, Robert S. Clark, and Edward 
Hustoles, formerly with the Chicago Plan Commission, 
are now employed with the Detroit City Plan Commis- 
sion, doing work on a redevelopment project. 


Harry A. Antoniades, formerly with Maurice 
Rotival's planning office in New York City, has 
been appointed instructor in planning and housing 
at Columbia University. 


Roger Arnebergh, who for the past few years 
nas conducted one of the Zoning Round Tables at the 
National Planning Conference, has been elected 
city attorney of the city of Los Angeles, assuming 
the office on July 1. 


Charles B. Bennett, city planning director of 
Los Angeles, has accepted an invitation fram the 
Town and Country Planning Association of Melbourne, 
Australia, to visit Melbourne as its guest and to 
help launch a new master plan for the city developed 
by local planning technicians. Bennett will fly 
to Australia during the early part of August. This 
is his first trip to any foreign country since serv- 
ing with the American Army in Frmce during World 
War I. 


Phil Doyle, formerly assistant area supervisor 
in the Division of Slum Clearance and Urban Rede- 
velopment, HHFA, has been named deputy executive 
director of the Chicago Land Clearance Commission. 


William I. Goodman, formerly resident planner 
for the Hartford Commission on the City Plan, has 
accepted a position as principal planner directing 
the staff work Of the rezoning study for the city 
of Boston under the direction of Adams, Howard & 
Greeley. 


George Harnish, formerly principal assistant 
city planner with the Cincinnati City Planning Conm- 
mission, has been named assistant planning director. 


Robert Jorvig, who has been serving as assis- 
tant director and plamner of the Housing and Redevel- 
opment Authority of Saint Paul, has been appointed 
executive director, effective July l. 


David S. Maney has been appointed junior plan- 
ner with the Upper Montgomery County Plamning Board, 
Rockville, Maryland. 


John D. Millett, formerly professor in the De- 
partment of Public Law and Government, Columbia, 
University, has been named President of Miami Uni- 
versity, Oxford, Ohio. He assumed his duties on 
July 1. 


John Murray, who has served as a member of 
the Planning Commission of Saginaw, Michigan, for 
29 years, has accepted honorary membership in the 
Commission. Mr. Murray is 80 years old. For more 
than 25 years he served as vice president of the 
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Michigan Federation of Labor. The special post 
of honorary membership as established by the City 
Council of Saginaw authorizes a member to attend 
any meeting and participate in the discussions, but 
not to vote or be counted in the determination of 
a quorum for the transaction of business. 


Adolph Oppenheim has been appointed senior 
planning analyst, and Bernard Tatcher junior plan- 
ning analyst to serve on the staff of the South- 
eastern Pennsylvania Regional Planning Commission, 
to conduct a special research project in Bucks, 
Delaware and Montgomery Counties sponsored by the 
Pennsylvania State Planning Board. 


Richard Preston has been appointed commis- 
sioner of commerce for the newly organized Massa- 
chusetts Department of Commerce. The new depart- 
ment combines, replaces, and extends the duties 
of the Massachusetts State Planning Board andi the 
Massachusetts Development and Industrial Commission. 


Tyler Suess, planning director of the Riverside 
County Planning Commissim, received the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce Good Government Award for 1953, 
which is made annually to*an outstanding appointive 
government official. 


Joseph R. Tamsky, who has been serving as assis- 
tant director of the Delaware County Planning Con- 
mission in Media, Pennsylvania, has joined the staff 
of the Philadelphia City Planning Commission where he 
will be planning designer III (senior land planner). 


Franz J. Vidor has resigned as seniar planner 
with the Baltimore County (Maryland) Planning Com 
mission and has been appointed director of the 
Housing Bureau in the Baltimore City Health Depart- 
ment which is administering the "Baltimore Plan." 


Wilhelm Viggo Von Moltke has joined the staff 
of the Philadelphia City Planning Commission as 
chief of the Division of Land Planning. He assumed 
his duties in June. 


George Whitlatch, formerly director of indus- 
trial development for the Tennessee State Planning 
Commission, has accepted a position with the Memphis, 
Tennessee, Chamber of Commerce. 


CLEVELAND REDEVELOPMENT PERSONNEL 


The Cleveland Urban Redevelopment Agency nas 
been set up under the direction of Richard V. Hop- 
kins, Executive Assistant to Mayor burke. Three 
former members of the Cleveland City Planning Con- 
mission staff have moved over to the new agency: 
Charles Beard, who has been placed in charge of re- 
location of families; Philip Wallick, who is to man- 
age the central office and work on property acqui- 
sition; and John B. Williams, who is to be in charge 
of management and property in projects between tle 
time of acquisition and demolition. 
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PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 
Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 





Urban Redevelopment Statute Of Oregon Held Consti- 
tutional. 


Foeller et ux. v. Housing Authority of Portland 
et al., Supreme Court of Oregon, April 29, 1953, 
256 P. 2d 752. This suit attacked the so-called 
"Vaughn Street redevelopment project" in the city 
of Portland, developed by the Portland housing auth- 
ority which serves as the redevelopment agency. 
In question was the urban redevelopment law, being 
Oregon Laws 1951, chapter 373. 

The Vaughn Street area consists of 44 blocks, 
of: which 9% are exclusively residential, 5% are 
exclusively non-residential, and the remaining 864 
are occupied by dwelling structures intermingled 
with commercial and industrial establishments. The 
project had been approved by the Portland planning 
commission and by the Portland redevelopment advisory 
board. It is apparent that a careful and exhaustive 
survey of the area had been made by the planning 
commission and the housing authority. The decision 
cites extensively from the findings made with respect 
to the character and condition of the area. 

An interesting aspect of the controversy was 
that no plan had been prepared for the disposition 
of the properties in the Vaughn Street area in the 
event the housing authority acquires them. The court 
held, therefore, that it could not know the exact 
purposes to which the area will be put, but that 
it might assume that the properties will be employed 
for one of the purposes authorized by the urban re- 
development law. 

One of the questions raised by plaintiffs (who 
omed property that was not dilapidated) dealt with 
the matter of public use. It was contended that 
the land would be acquired and turned over to pri- 
vate developers. The court held that the ultimate 
result which the challen,ed statute seeks to achieve 
is to eliminate conditions which cause fires and 
breed vice, poverty, or disease and to substitute 
for them the use of the property which will render 
impossible future blight. The court went on to say, 
"It may be that the measure is ill advised and may 
prove eventually to be a disappointment, but the 
wisdom of enactments is a legislative and not a 
judicial question. The legislature has the right 
to experiment with new modes of dealing with old 
evils." 

After an extensive review of decisions hereto- 
fore rendered in other jurisdictions (even including 
the recent decisions in Georgia, Florida and I1li- 
nois), the court reacaed the conclusion that the use 
will be by the public. 

Other contentions were that the law was uncon- 
stitutional because it authorized housing authorities 
vin any county which has a population of 70,000 or 
more to declare blighted areas and prevent blight. 
The court held that classification is essential in 
the drafting of laws and that this classificatim 
is not arbitrary. 

Another contention was that the law was uncon- 
stitutional because it authorized the taking of 
Some dwellings which were not substandard. To this 
the court said that the fact that a few of the dwel- 








ling units in the area are standard does not indi- 
cate that the entire section is not a blighted one 
within the purview of the urban redevelopment law. 


House Trailer Is Not Real Property. 

Stewart v. Carrington, 119 N.Y.S. 2d 778. The 
Supreme Court of Broome County, New York, has held 
that a house trailer located in a modern trailer 
park is not real property. The trailer park in 
question had roads, water and sewer systems. and 
electric and telephone comections. A trailer which 
has had its wheels removéd and which is stationed 
in an area qm a permanent basis could, however, fall 
within the definitiam of real property. 


Urban Redevelopme 
Part (Illinois) 
People ex rel. Gutknecht, State's Attorney, v. City 
of Chicago et al., Supreme Court of Illinois, March 
23, 1953, 111 N.E. 2d 626, 

This case was reported in the Newsletter for 
April 1953, page 31. 





t: Blighted Vacant Land May Be 












SUBDIVISION CONTROL IN CONNECTICUT 


In the action of h v. Plann and Zoni 
Commigsion of Milford, Judge Fitzgerald of the Court 
of Common Pleas of New Haven County ruled on April 
23 that the commission did not have the power to 
deny a subdivision application on the grounds that 
the subdivision would place undue strain on the 
existing school facilities. The proposed develop- 
ment, of some 6 acres divided into 145 lots, com- 
plied in every respect with the zoning regulations. 
The plaintiff contended that it is a natural func- 
tion of towns to provide public services, and that 
it is a taxing problem rather than a zoning prob- 
lem. The town counsel held that the commission 
had the power to disapprove a subdivision plan when, 
in the opinion of the members of the commission, 
approval would be injurious to the general welfare. 
Appeal from the decision is being made to the Con- 
necticut Supreme Court of Errors. 





ZONING DIGEST 


The ZONING DIGEST for July is once again 
@ 20-page issue instead of the usual 16 pages. 
The issue includes a case in which regulations 
governing the removal of topsoil were upheld and a 
performance bad and inspection fee were declared 
valid. In another case the court held illegal a 
sliding scale of minimum habitable floor area of 
residential structures. Other cases include de- 
cisions that loss of value does not constitute a 
reasm for a reversal of zoning; that property a- 
butting a railroad need not be zoned industrial; 
that a house trailer is not a residential struc- 
ture; that private clubs my be permitted in resi- 
dential districts. Twenty-two cases are reported 
in the July issue. 











ASPO receives more than 600 planning books, pamphlets and reports each month, 
It is possible to mention only a very limited number and to do justice to only a few 


of them. Copies may be secured from publishers. ASPO does not have copies for 
distribution, 


Planning Literature 


THE MUNICIPAL YEAR BOOK 1953. The International 
City Managers' Association, 1313 E. 60th Street, 
Chicago 37, Illinois. May 1953. $10.00. 602pp., 
charts,tables,graphs. (This year there are some 
new features. In the section on city planning the 
number of members of the city plan commissim will 
be found, together with the number of full time and 
part time emplayees. There is a table showing the 
expenditures in 1952 and the year in which the zon- 
ing ordinance was last revised. There is a table 
on subdivision regulations, giving the year of re- 
vision. [This section is prepared in cooperation 
with ASPO./ There is a section on metropolitan and 
urbanized areas by Victor Jones showing the percent- 
age of population inside the central city and the 
percentage of the population in manufacturing. 
There is a section on municipal parking lots, show- 
ing the number of city-owned lots, the operating 
department, the total investment, the method of 
financing, the number of spaces. The book is in 
constant use in our office.) 


REPORT OF THE GREATER ITHACA FACT-FINDING COMMITTEE. 
Available from E. A. Iutz, Department of Agricul- 
tural Economics, Cornell University, Ithaca, New 
York. 1953. 347pp.tables,20 supple mental mps. 
$3.00. 


TOLL-ROAD DEVELOPMENTS AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE IN 
THE PROVISION OF EXPRESSWAYS. By Harmer E. Davis, 
Ralph A. Moyer, Norman Kennedy, Howard S. Lapin, 
Research Report Number 11. Institute of Trans- 
portation and Traffic Engineering, University of 
California, Berkeley, California. 1953. 85pp.il- 
lus.tables,charts,appendices. (Contains extensive 
data on financing, revenues, operating expenses, 
management, legislation, design, traffic character- 
istics, etc.) 


LAND SERVICE HIGHWAY BORDERS. Passaic County Plan- 
ning Board, Room 300, County Administration Build- 
ing, Paterson 1, New Jersey; R. Paul Lippman, Chair- 
mn. May 1953. l2pp.mimeo.charts,tables. (A study 
of the access and zoning problems along a state 
highway to the city of Clifton.) 


LAND SUBDIVISION GUIDE. Oakland County Planning 
Commission, 1 Lafayette Street, Pontiac, Michigan; 
G. N. Skrubb, Director. 1953. 28pp.diagrams. 
(A simple and attractive presentation of subdivi- 
sion regulations. ) 


THE WHY AND HOW OF ZONING. Steubenville City Plan- 
ning Commission, Steubenville, Ohio; Robert S. Rus- 
sell, Planning Director. 1953. 12pp.mimeo.illus. 
(Comments and summary of the zoning ordinance, 
written for the citizenry.) 


ST. CHARLES PARISH RESOURCES AND FACILITIES. St. 
Charles Parish Development Board and Planning Divi- 
sion, Louisiana Department of Public Works, Capitol 
Building, Baton Rouge, Louisiana; Frank S. Walshe, 
Jr., Chief. 1953. l04pp.illus.maps,tables. 
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CITY PLANNING IN SOVIET RUSSIA. Maurice F. Parkins. 
The University of Chicago Press, 5750 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago 37, Illinois. 1953. $6.00. 255pp.maps, 
tables,charts. (Following the revolution, Russian 
city planning was jammed into 4 Marx-Engels mold, 
based principally on “eliminatim of differences 
between the city and the village." Through bitter 
experience, the philosophy has moved steadily to- 
ward a Western attitude. One early fallacy was 
that plans for all cities could be prepared in the 
academic halls of Moscow and Stalingrad, an error 
that has yet not been completely eliminated. The 
architectural approach to city planning is still 
all-powerful, sociological considerations are al- 
most nil. Reconstruction and construction have 
concentrated on industrial plants and monumental 
public works, to the neglect of housing. Still 
there is evidence that despite authoritarianisn, 
some planners are able to defy the presidium and 
produce rational schemes. This is a valuable sun- 
mary of Soviet city planning. It is also an inter- 
esting example of how a trained technician is able 
to read between the lines of Russian documents to 
discover what is really happening. Nearly all the 
sources of the stuly are from original Russian doc- 
uments. Mr. Parkins has included very helpful ex- 
planations of Russian technical terms. DOH.) 


GUIDING PRINCIPLES IN THE SELECTION OF A COUNTY- 
CITY BUILDING LOCATICN. Monograph Number 1, 9pp. 
mimeo; STANDARDS FOR A COUNTY-CITY BUILDING LOCA- 
TION, FROM STANDPOINT OF PRINCIPAL USERS (PUBLIC). 
Monograph Number 2, l13pp.mimeo. Joint County-City 
Planning Committee, 205 City Hall Annex, Tacom, 
Washington; Kenneth 0. Wilcox, Secretary. May 
1953. 


A SMALL SCALE REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT FOR BINGHAN- 
TON. Broome County Planning Board, 209 County 
Court House, Binghamton, New York; Robert C. Hoover, 
Planning Director. 1953. 27pp.mimeo,maps. ‘50¢. 


REPORT ON TENTATIVE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN. Project 
Area # 1. Report Number Three of Redevelopment 
in Sacramento's West End. Redevelopment Agency 
of City of Sacramento, California, Fruit Building, 
1006 Fourth Street, Sacramento, Califarnia; Joseph 
T. Bill, Executive Director. 1953. Sipp.meps. 


RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT IN BALTIMORE CITY AND BAL- 
TIMORE COUNTY. Publication # 79, Maryland State 
Planning Commission, 100 Equitable Building, Bal- 
timore 2, Maryland; I. Alvin Pasarew, Director. 
1953. 45pp.tables. 50¢. 





CORRECTION 


FARGO MASTER PLAN listed in the June 1953 ASPO 
Newsletter, was prepared by I. S. Shattuck, Plan- 
ning Consultant, and is available fram the City 
Treasurer, City Hall, Fargo, North Dakota. 
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